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Safflower System in the Mogami River Basin

Safflower system in the Mogami River Basin is unique throughout the world for the way
that small-scale farmers have for centuries leveraged the local topography and climatic
conditions to cultivate safflower alongside various other crops, harvesting the petals to
produce the raw material for a traditional red dye long used in Japan.
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‘Benimochi’ for red dye

Traditional Techniques for

Producing Dyestuffs

Kimono dyed with safflower
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